l86                            THE   STORY    OF    PLANTS
France, England, and^the Rhineland in 1822, the plane and the horse
chestnut, which are southern trees, still earlier, in the i8th century.
ORIGINAL   HOMES   OF   PLANTS
The original home of the white marguerite is Spain, that of the
horse chestnut Greece. Egypt gave the cabbage to the world, the Sudan
the mignonette, Central Africa the gladiolus, and South-West Africa
the pelargonium (geranium). The mallow originated in Northern
Siberia, love-lies-bleeding and the hydrangea in Eastern Siberia, the
larkspur, wistaria and paeony in Central China, the peach and jasmine
in Burma, the Lombardy poplar in Central Siberia.
The strawberry and the fuchsia came from Chile, the dahlia from
Central America, the acacia from Florida, the pumpkin from the
Gulf of Mexico. Hudson's Bay in Canada gave us the sunflower, the
phlox and the lupin.
FORESTS:  THEIR USE AND ABUSE
YTT THERMS in the early periods of civilization forests had of necessity
V V to be felled in order to make space for pastures and arable land, since
then the gradual tendency has been towards a reckless spoliation and
destruction of the forest areas. What was not used for building and
heating purposes went to shipbuilding and for export, although certain
hardwoods, including the oak and the yew, were also employed for
furniture making.
VEW   TREES   FOR   BOWS
The 16th century was a particularly reckless period in respect of tree
felling. For instance in the manor of Waidhofen, belonging to the
bishopric of Freising in Bavaria, no fewer than 10,000 oaks were felled.
Holland and England, comparatively unforested, imported timber for
the manufacture of weapons to the extent of 12,000 yew bows in the
year 1589 alone.
. Stone-pines were felled mercilessly for use in salt mines. Spruce and
beech ousted the oaks. Lime trees in large numbers are now only'found
in Russia. Small-arms factories absorbed six times as much walnut
wood as the furniture industry.
MARSHES  THAT   MENACE   LIFE
The Apennine Mountains, the great range that forms the backbone
of Italy and is some 800 miles long, was robbed of its forests by the
Romans for the sake of shipbuilding, just as Spain was by the Arabs,
and the Carso by the Venetians. Many of the mountains of Greece,
Guatemala, and China lost their forests. Rain was no longer trapped in
them; it washed the good soil down from the heights and deposited it
in lakes, which were thus converted into marshy breeding places for
infectious diseases, Only within recent years have the Pontine Marshes,